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Myth vs. Fact: 

Crispus Attucks High School and the Ku Klux Klan 
 

This breakout group will analyze the evidence collected to date, and judge the level of significance of the 

information. Along with this process, group members will decide what to do about what they concluded. 
 

We here in Indiana are well aware of the Klan. Rising to power in the early 1920s, by 1922 Indiana had the 

largest Klan organization in America. See 1923 Distribution of Klan strength in Indianapolis. Klan members 

held local and state offices in Indiana from 1925 to 1929. Looking back at those frightening and dangerous 

times, it is easy to conclude that some of our worst public policies and laws, including school segregation in 

Indianapolis, were crafted and carried out by the Klan. But easy conclusions are not necessarily true. 
 

One example is the local urban legend that the Klan created Attucks. Here is a main example transcribed from 

the 5:06-5:27 mark of the documentary, Attucks: A school that opened a city. 
 

Janet Cohen: “When you walked its [Attucks] halls, you walked in the steps of giants. The irony that it was the 

Klan who didn’t want us to have something--a powerful school with teachers and students who excelled...”            
 

Narrator: “But, it wasn’t the Klan who created Crispus Attucks. Racism in Indiana ran far deeper than that.”    
 

…it is significant for the purposes of this study that, while the “Klan board” was accused of loose financial practices, 

politicizing the school system, and nepotism, they were neither charged with racism nor criticized for segregating schools. 

Not until many years later, after the state law that abolished school segregation was adopted in 1949 and “establishment” 

whites wanted to remove the stigma of racism represented by segregated schools, did the tradition developed that the Klan 

was responsible for Crispus Attucks high school.     ~ Dr. Emma Thornbrough, Indiana Blacks in the 20th Century, p. 60 
 

And, here’s another example of how the Attucks/Klan history is misconstrued. Here is the first sentence printed 

in the introductory paragraph of the Attucks video:   “Built while the Ku Klux Klan ran Indiana, Crispus 

Attucks High School was designed to fail.” 
  

Though true, the statement was also deceptive. Only half the story was told.  Yes, the Klan ran the IPS board in 

1926-7 when Attucks was built and opened. But it did not run IPS when Attucks was created in 1922 by an IPS 

school board guided by the Citizens School Committee. See Dr. Moore’s The real story on IPS and the KKK. 
 

Here’s a time line on the1920s events leading up to and through the creation of Attucks and Washington and the 

relocation of Cathedral, Shortridge, and Butler College.   
 

The policy of segregation was instituted before Klan-supported candidates took office, continued while they were in 

position, and was maintained after they were ostensibly removed from the school board. The simple but unpopular 

explanation is that the majority of white voters wanted segregated schools.            ~ Dr. Pierce, Polite Protest, p. 31. 
 

The participants will watch videos and read documents and articles that tell about how Crispus Attucks, Indy’s 

segregated high school, was created.  We will also try to answer these questions: 
 

 Who espouses the myth that the KKK created Attucks and how?   

 What mainstream—non-Klan--voices advocated for segregated schools in Indianapolis?  

 What constituents, associations, and publications did they represent?  

 Who spoke out against segregation? 

 100 years later, why is it important to overturn myth with fact? 
 

 

What?  So what?  Now what? 
 

http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1923-Distribution-of-Klan-strength-in-Indianapolis.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/video/wfyi-education-programs-attucks-school-opened-city/
http://vorcreatex.com/citizens-school-committee-2/
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-real-story-about-the-KKK-and-IPS-The-Klans-involvement-with-public-education-was-not-about-segregated-schools.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1921-1929-Events-leading-up-to-and-through-the-creation-of-Attucks-and-Washington-and-the-relocation-of-Cathedral-Shortridge-and-Butler-College.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1921-1929-Events-leading-up-to-and-through-the-creation-of-Attucks-and-Washington-and-the-relocation-of-Cathedral-Shortridge-and-Butler-College.pdf
http://www.untag-smd.ac.id/files/Perpustakaan_Digital_2/POLITICAL%20ECONOMY%20Polite%20protest%20%20the%20political%20economy%20of%20race%20in%20Indianapolis,%201920-1970.pdf
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Below are additional links to Indiana history and Indianapolis events, organizations, news clippings, 

letters, and original sources… all showing the actors beyond the Klan involved on the 1922 decision to 

create an Attucks HS and an entire Jim Crow IPS reflecting an already segregated Indianapolis: 

1. http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-real-story-about-the-KKK-and-

IPS-The-Klans-involvement-with-public-education-was-not-about-segregated-schools.pdf 

2. http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Zeitgeist-of-early-1920s.pdf 

3. 1907 Indiana Eugenic Law 

4. 01.31.22-12.26.22 Indianapolis Public Schools board minutes 

5. 1921-1929 Events leading up to and through the creation of Attucks and Washington, and the 
relocation of Cathedral, Shortridge, and Butler College 

6. Connecting the dots: The 1920’s Indianapolis establishment education decision-makers 

7. 07.26.21 Racist children’s activity “Drawing Lessons for Our Kiddies: A bottle of Ink turned 
into a pickaninny” Indianapolis Star 

8. 04.28.22 “The Negro Problem” Editorial Indianapolis Times 

9. 05.10.22 “Regulating Negro Cabarets” Editorial Indianapolis Times 

10. 05.29.22 Democrats should include Negro problem in platform 

11. 06.12.22 Butler President Dr. Robert J. Aley validates “Anglo-Saxon supremacy everywhere” 
during commencement address 

12. 06.13.22 Indianapolis White Supremacy League speaks to IPS board urging segregated schools 

13. 09.19.22 George S. Buck: IPS Shortridge principal and proponent of segregated public schools 
in Indianapolis speaks to board 

14. 11.16.22 Racist Cartoon “Roger Bean” Indianapolis Star 

15. 11.29.22 High school for colored opposed 

16. 12.13.22 IPS creates separate high school for Negro students 

17. 12.27.22 Washington H. S. voted on; Shortridge H. S. discussed 

18. 1923 Distribution of Klan strength in Indianapolis 

19. 02.09.23 “Yea! Butler” KKK’s Fiery Cross newspaper praises Butler’s move to Fairview Park 

20. 02.20.23 “White Supremacy” Editorial Indianapolis Times 

21. 12.10.23 Racist Cartoon “Roger Bean” Indianapolis Star 

22.  01.04.26 Racist Cartoon “Roger Bean” Indianapolis Star 

23. 03.15.26 Indianapolis neighborhood Segregation Ordinance 

http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-real-story-about-the-KKK-and-IPS-The-Klans-involvement-with-public-education-was-not-about-segregated-schools.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-real-story-about-the-KKK-and-IPS-The-Klans-involvement-with-public-education-was-not-about-segregated-schools.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Zeitgeist-of-early-1920s.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/1907-Indiana-Eugenic-Law.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/1922-Indianapolis-Public-School-board-minutes.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1921-1929-Events-leading-up-to-and-through-the-creation-of-Attucks-and-Washington-and-the-relocation-of-Cathedral-Shortridge-and-Butler-College.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1921-1929-Events-leading-up-to-and-through-the-creation-of-Attucks-and-Washington-and-the-relocation-of-Cathedral-Shortridge-and-Butler-College.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Connecting-the-dots-The-1920s-Indianapolis-establishment-education-decision-makers.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/07.26.21-Racist-childrens-activity-Drawing-Lessons-for-Our-Kiddies-A-bottle-of-Ink-turned-into-a-pickaninny-Indy-Star-1.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/07.26.21-Racist-childrens-activity-Drawing-Lessons-for-Our-Kiddies-A-bottle-of-Ink-turned-into-a-pickaninny-Indy-Star-1.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/04.28.22-The-Negro-Problem.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/05.10.22-Regulating-Negro-Cabarets-.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/05.29.22-Democrats-should-include-Negro-problem-in-platform.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/06.12.22-Butler-President-Dr.-Roberty-J.-Aley-validates-Anglo-Saxon-supremacy-everywhere-during-commencement-address.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/06.12.22-Butler-President-Dr.-Roberty-J.-Aley-validates-Anglo-Saxon-supremacy-everywhere-during-commencement-address.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/06.13.22-Indianapolis-White-Supremacy-League-speaks-to-IPS-board-urging-segregated-schools.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/George-S.-Buck-IPS-Shortridge-principal-and-public-school-segregationist.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/George-S.-Buck-IPS-Shortridge-principal-and-public-school-segregationist.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/11.16.22-Racist-Cartoon-Indy-Star.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/11.29.22-High-school-for-colored-opposed.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/12.13.22-IPS-creates-separate-high-school-for-Negro-students.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/12.27.22-Washington-H.-S.-voted-on-Shortridge-H.-S.-discussed-.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/1923-Distribution-of-Klan-strength-in-Indianapolis.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/02.09.23-Yea-Butler-KKKs-Fiery-Cross-newspaper-praises-Butlers-move-to-Fairview-Park.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/02.20.23-White-Supremacy-Editorial-IndianapolisTimes.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/12.10.23-Racist-Cartoon-Indy-Star.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/01.04.26-Racist-Cartoon-Indy-Star.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/03.15.26-Indianapolis-neighborhood-Segregation-Ordinance.pdf
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24. 08.25.27 Butler President Aley to Lionel Artis of YMCA on quota limiting new Black student to 
10 per year 

http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/08.25.27-Butler-letter-on-quota-limiting-new-Black-student-to-10-per-year.pdf
http://vorcreatex.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/08.25.27-Butler-letter-on-quota-limiting-new-Black-student-to-10-per-year.pdf

