
IDEA 17 “Don’t call us alternative…” 
 

This is a poem written from the perspective of a student in an alternative school by Dr. Monday 
(aka John Harris Loflin). It presents a challenge to our OpportunINDY: recommend that each 
student and teacher in a Marion County alternative placement setting have a lesson around 
this rhyme. The lesson would consist of a history of Alternative Ed and the history of the school 
or program where the class is taking place. The conversation can lead to a debate and other 
poems by other authors and/or by the teacher/students about the viability of the concept.  
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