1907 Indiana Eugenic Law

In 1907 Indiana passed the world’s first eugenics law.
Eugenics, also known as “scientic racism” or “racial hygience,”
rationalized the steilization of the “unfit” many of whom were

poor, in order to keep the white race “pure” and “supreme.”
The law was on the books until 1974.
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By late l&OO:l.nd'iana authorities

believed criminality, mental problems,

and pauperism were hereditary.
Various laws were enacted based on
this belief. In 1907, Governor
J. Frank Hanly approved first state
eugenics law making sterilization
mandatory for certain individuals
in state custody. Sterilizations
halted 1909 by Governor
Thomas R. Marshall.
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Indlana Supreme Court ruled 1907
law unconstitutional 1921, citing
. denial of due process under
rourteenth Amendment, 1927 law

b4 ri#insfill‘(t‘(i sterilization, addlng court

als, Approximately 2.500 total

‘e custody were sterilized.
Otis R. Bowen approved
| sterilization laws

These markers are located just west/behind the state

capitol building on the first block of North Senate Avenue.




