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The issue of the “White plague” or tuberculosis (TB) was used as an excuse by Indianapolis city fathers to
further segregate Indianapolis neighborhoods and then the entire Indianapolis Public School system in 1927
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Death Rate Among Colored Folk
in City Is High

Neither is it the. most Lealthy of cities

of approximately the same class. These
are the conclusicns reached by the Publie
Health Commitiee of the Indianapolis
Chamber of Commerce of which Harry E.
Jordan is chairman, after four months'
study.

A tabulation of information contained in
the United States Mortality Statistics for
1920 has been made by the committee, and
compiled in the form of a chart, which is
reproduced on this page, and which shows
the relative standing of Indianapolis and
eleven other cities.

The relatively high death rate among the
colored population of the city is pointed to
by the committee as a problem which
should bhave intelligent attention at the
earliest possible moment. A number of
other important phases of the health prob-
lem of Indianapolis are discussed by the
committee ir the report which has heen
made to the hoard of directors.

Report of Committee

In part the report says:

“Indianapolig occupies the middle pround
of not being extremely careless in protect-
ing the lives of its people nor of deing any
work efficiently enough to give it a lower
rate and more favorable ranking than any
other city in the group. Its position would
be materially improved if the colored nopu-
lation were as resistant as the white. Kleven
per cent of this city’s population is colored.
Next to Kansas City, Kansas, it has the larg-
est per cent of colored people of any city
nerth of the Okio river.

“Their dying rate from the principal
causes of death, except cancer, is higher

INDIANAi;OLIS is rot an unhealthy city.
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than the white. There is no reason why
this condition could not be improved by
organized effort. With the present shortage
of labor and the knowledge that the col-
ored people form this city's principal source
ot common labor, as & definite commercial
proposition, improved health among them
ig desirable. -

“This committee feels tkat a step in this
direction will be taken by encouraging the
formation of civic asscciations in two or
three sections of the city, A meeting with
certain leaders of the negro race has been
held and the general conditions outlined.

““It is now desired that the board of direc-
tors approve and encourage such activities
and the co-operation of fthe Civic Affairs
Committee he obtained.

Dr. Mock Speaks

“The Marion County Tuberculosis Socisty
arranged a meeting for May 10, which was
addressed by Dr. H. . Mock of Chicago,
on ‘Human Conservation.” This referred to
the need of reclaiming and putting on a self-
supporting basis thoese injured in industry.
TPracticaliy nothing ix being done in [ndi-
anapolis in the way of incdustrial hoealch
service, calculated to maintuin the health
of employes or restere them to activity after
injury. The Public Health Cominitice be-
lieves the economic wvalue of such service
will come to be definitely recognized, espe-
cially during periods of acute iabor short-
age. It desires therefore to participate in
the development of health service of this
nature with the approval of the board of
directors.

“The increasing attention Dbeing given to
the health of growing children of school
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Indianapolis Is Not Tjnhealthy
Community as Figures Indicate

nge throughout the country warrants
greater interest in the development of
proper facilities for health service of this
character, in our own city. A beginning
has already been made in the establishment
of a corps of public gchoo! nurses, in the
extension of fresh air classes, and in the
attention being given to wnderncurished
chiidren.
Need More Nurses

“The Public Health Committee realizes
the need for a greater number of school
nurses in  proporticn to the population
which they must serve, and would urge a
reasonable expansion of this work and of
all other important phases entering into
the eare of school children.

“Infant welfare is also a subjeect which
has engaged the Interest of this committee.
FPrenatal service calculated to eliminate
many of the conditions which are known to
have a direct relation to the death of in-
fants ocecurring within a month or more of
BLirth, is ene field of activity to which im-
portance attaches.

“The committer nlso urges the necessity
for the crcation of additional infant wel-
fure distriets with nursing facilities ade-
quate to care for 3,000 infants under two
years of age annually.

“In part the preposed increase in health
facilities will have to be met out of the ap-
propriations to the Board of IHealth. In
smaller measure the cost must be boree by
some plan of private financing, but it is
the opinion of the committee that larger
public appropriations should be made in or-
der to meet the most urgent needs, and that
private contributions should be used to sup-
plement the public funds.”

COMPIIED FROM U. 5. MORTALITY STATISTICS - 1920

I Reglstration Area Cincin Qol- De~ Chi- Louis) New !Pitts Seate | Los Indple.

] Toteal i Hural | a3ty 1 Indpls nati umbus .| troit [ cego 8t.L.|villefOrls.|{burg [Roch.} tle Ang. [White | Col, l
Daath from ull causes 1418 1B08 1699 1503 1321 1440 1B08 1731 2036 1763 1432 78 1408 143C 2140
Infiluenze & Pneumonia 20T.7 179.2 232.5 i92.4 218.1 190.3 210.4 228.1 223.5 274 266.6 41B,5 178.3 122.9 148.9 175.7 &34 .
Organic Diseases of the Heart

144.3 1351.9 1B6.2 1701 205.7 150.1 108.9 161.7 143.5 187,.,1 L].Q_._‘B 131.8 179.3 104.4 1G6.8 156.5 2B7 .5
_Tuberculosis -~ 411 forms 142.9 113.5 158.6 180.6 _23_5...‘_7 158 108,42 149.56 148.4 195 EZ%;B 137.7 110.8 98.2 225 160.3 442,5
Mephritis & Brighta Dis. 100.2 8l.% 114.9 103.9 ES“:E Bl.3 57.6 108.5 187 1B4.5 Z_ISB;('S' 89.2 125,65 §£5.4 1l08.2 100 138.a
Cancer a0 6847 90.7 91 113.4 100.7 &0 87.8 98.5 87.9 97 8049 104.7 B8la3 11ls6 93,3 Tla.3
Disrrhoe & Enteritis B2.6 48.6 71.9 4B.8 51 31.% B1.5 }59“12' 53.2 3B.T b64.9 ];ll_-g €8.68 12.5 32.5 46,4 8&7.7
under two years

Diphtheria eand Qroup 16.5 13 19.8 18.1 13.9 8.8 32.9 33.2 £6.3 11,8 15.1 256.4 19.1 5.9 TaT7 '18-6 p2 P §
Typheid Fever 1z 15.8 12.3 18,8 5.8 1i.4 1l.8 5.2 9.8 17.5 19.1 212.8 8.1 5.4 7.2 148 24.8
Whogping Gough 10.5 il.s 8.6 7.6 8.8 873 1i.8 5.4 8.2 1o.7 8 13.9 8.3 4.8 5.8 6.3 18.1
Measlas .1 8.5‘ T 4.7 9.1 11,8 9.8 §.5 §.8 13.0 5.5 18.0 Teb 4.5 - Z.9 5.6 6.9
Scariet Fever 6.2 5;9 (] 4.3 5.9 3 9.7 14.6 3.5 2.5 1 10_.5_ 8.7 2.l .8 4.5 2.1




