
RACE & POVERTY IN MARION COUNTY



Our mission is to ensure that Hoosier 
families can achieve & maintain 

economic self-sufficiency through 
systemic policy change.

IN-CAA envisions a state with limited or no 
poverty, where its residents have decent, 
safe, and sanitary living conditions, and 

where resources are available to help low 
income individuals attain self-sufficiency.



Poverty
DIGGING INTO THE DATA



What is Poverty?
Exploring the American Community 
Survey poverty measure

Defines family as birth, marriage, 
adoption

• Leaves out unrelated children, foster children, 
unmarried partners & their relatives. 

Uses 3x cost of a minimum food diet 
in 1963 in today’s prices.

• This doesn’t reflect today’s household budgets.

Is the same for all areas of the 48 
contiguous states.

• Isn’t responsive to regional prices differences.



Poverty Thresholds
Size of family unit

Related children under 18 years

None One Two Three Four Five Six Seven
Eight or 

more

One person (unrelated individual):

Under age 65.......................……… 12,752

Aged 65 and older.................……… 11,756

Two people:

Householder under age 65…........... 16,414 16,895

Householder aged 65 and older...…. 14,816 16,831

Three people.......................……………………… 19,173 19,730 19,749

Four people........................………………………. 25,283 25,696 24,858 24,944

Five people........................……………………… 30,490 30,933 29,986 29,253 28,805

Six people.........................……………………….. 35,069 35,208 34,482 33,787 32,753 32,140

Seven people.......................…………………….. 40,351 40,603 39,734 39,129 38,001 36,685 35,242

Eight people.......................……………………… 45,129 45,528 44,708 43,990 42,971 41,678 40,332 39,990

Nine people or more................…………………… 54,287 54,550 53,825 53,216 52,216 50,840 49,595 49,287 47,389

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Income:
Earnings

Unemployment compensation

Workers' compensation

Social Security

Supplemental Security Income

Public assistance

Veterans' payments

Survivor benefits

Pension or retirement income

Interest

Dividends

Rents

Royalties

Income from estates

Trusts

Educational assistance

Alimony

Child support

Assistance from outside the household

Other miscellaneous sources

Income does not include:
• Capital gains or losses
• Noncash benefits (e.g. 

food stamps and housing 
subsidies)

• Tax credits



Activity
Family Size 2018 Poverty 

Guidelines

1 $12,140 

2 $16,460 

3 $20,780 

4 $25,100 

5 $29,420 

6 $33,740

GET OUT:



Keeping Rent @ 30%:



Self-Sufficiency 
Standard
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The Self-Sufficiency Standard 
measures how much income 
is needed for a family of a 
certain composition in a 
given place to adequately 
meet their basic needs -
without public or private 
assistance. The Standard 
makes it possible to 
determine if families' 
incomes are enough to meet 
basic needs.



Comparing Poverty & Self-Sufficiency
POVERTY

Family Size 2018 Poverty 

Guidelines

1 $12,140 

2 $16,460 

3 $20,780 

4 $25,100 

5 $29,420 

6 $33,740

SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Family Size & Type Self-Sufficiency 

Marion County

One adult $20,637

One adult, one infant $42,396

One adult, one infant, 

one school-age child
$50,419

Two adults, one 

preschooler
$48,270

Two adults, one school-

age, one teenager
$42,402



Overall Poverty & “Below Self-Sufficiency”:
% Poverty # Poverty % at 200% FPL or 

below
# at 200% FPL or 
below

Indiana 15% 957,694 34% 2,190,599

Marion County 21% 187,586 42% 385,662

Hamilton County 5% 15,381 14% 43,062

Johnson County 9% 13,473 26% 37,858

Source: ACS 2012-2016



Poverty Rates
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Earnings
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Labor force participation v employment
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Wealth



Wealth

Homeownership

Business 
ownership

Retirement savings

Mortgages

Student 
loans

High-cost 
debt



Source: Prosperity Now, 2018 *national data



Handling Income 
Shocks
Disparate Access to Wealth & Its 
Implications



Homeowners & Renters in Marion 
County

Owner-occupied units Renter-occupied units

White only, not Hispanic 76.2% 46.7%

Black/African-American 17.2% 36.6%

Asian 1.5% 3.6%

Hispanic/Latinx 4.0% 9.8%

% Cost Burdened 24.7% 49.7%

Source: American Community Survey 2012-2016



Opportunity



Education
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Access to 
Education
Overcoming non-academic barriers to 
higher education







Neighborhood 
Opportunity
Can low-income renters afford housing 
in high-opportunity neighborhoods?



Sources of Disparities
WHAT CAN RESEARCH TELL US ABOUT THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 
RACE & POVERTY



Policy History

Redlining

GI Bill

School 
Segregation



Employment 
Discrimination is 
Still an Issue

For years, researchers have conducted field 
studies using real job listings

Last summer, researchers performed a meta-
analysis of these studies

The results indicated no change in 
discrimination against black applicants and 
only a small change in discrimination against 
Latinx applicants

Meta-analysis of field experiments 
shows no change in racial 
discrimination in hiring over time

Lincoln Quillian, Devah Pager, Ole 
Hexel and Arnfinn H. Midtbøen



Housing 
Discrimination is 
Still an Issue

63%

• Difference in info regarding 
availability

58%

• Different treatment during 
on-site appointments

32%

• Difference in move-in 
specials offered

Fair Housing Center of Central Indiana, 
2018

Black and White Testers Found:



Implications
CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION AND NEXT STEPS



Mobility and Poverty



Research & 
Policy Advocacy



Racial wealth 
inequities
Ways to continue the conversation



@IN.Institute

@INInstitute

@Erin_INWorkFams

http://iiwf.blogspot.com/
Erin Macey, Policy Analyst
emacey@incap.org
317-638-4232
http://www.incap.org/iiwf.html

https://www.facebook.com/IN.Institute
https://www.facebook.com/IN.Institute
https://twitter.com/INInstitute
https://twitter.com/INInstitute
http://iiwf.blogspot.com/
http://iiwf.blogspot.com/
mailto:emacey@incap.org

